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On a beautiful summer morning in August, the
Bikes4Kids organization in conjunction with
Trailhead Sports sponsored their 1% annual bike ride.
The event was held in EIm Creek Park using their
wonderful trail system.

There was a great turnout for this event which
included various trail riding options and a social
event consisting of games for kids, lunch and much
socializing

There was something for everyone. The support
from a host of volunteers made it a safe and
enjoyable day for all.

The Bikes4Kids Legacy ride included a luncheon for
all volunteers and participants. The EIm Creek
facilities were excellent and the food and fellowship
made for a great conclusion to a wonderful day.

We give a special thanks to all the volunteers and a
special note of thanks to Pam, Larry and all the staff
at Trailhead.



In the Spotlight

Inthe The focus for the spotlight in this issue
Spotlight

is one of our founders, Byron Dokken.
As one of the original
volunteers for Bikes4Kids
Byron has been totally
committed to its ongoing
success. Here is his story
and thoughts on his
volunteer journey:

“The idea that | could help
start a nonprofit organization
that would bring new life to
a discarded bike and provide
children with their first bike or an adult with basic
transportation appealed to me.

As it turned out | was not the only one that idea
appealed to. A group of those people sat around a
table at the Red Ox Cafe in 2011 to discuss how
Bikes4Kids and people in need could become a
reality. We then prayed that God would guide us in
our endeavor. | am privileged and blessed that | can
be part of this plan. I am rewarded every day by
being able to work with the quality of volunteers
that the mission of Bikes4Kids has attracted. They
have become like an extended family. Together we
are able to read the many thank you notes that our
work generates.

I have always enjoyed working with people in
retail sales, management and church volunteer work.
In my off time | have appreciated doing most
anything outdoors from biking, cross country skiing,
snowshoeing , to camping and kayaking. | have also
love landscaping and working in our yard. My wife
and | also like traveling, and playing cards (mostly
500) whenever we can. | have been retired ten years
now, so | have more time off time for these
activities. | graduated from high school in Prescott,
Arizona and attended college in Texas and Arizona.
| started my retail career in Arizona but also lived in
Wisconsin before moving to Minnesota”

Why We Do What We Do...@

We get letters and responses from the large population of
people that we serve. Here are more stories and
responses from very satisfied customers:

Bike Giveaway
From: Marcus Lattimer
To: Cindy Bailey
Subject: Re: Bikes 4 Kids - Need A Bike: Marcus

So just got back and had a great time meeting Al
and Ken and had a great tour and conversations
with Ken what an amazing place and outfit really
impressed ....as for the bike, wow, over the top you
guys outdid yourselves was just in awe ....as far as
him, he couldn't be happier and couldn't get it out
_ of my trunk fast
£ enough his eyes lit up
like it was Xmas ...and
hopefully the pics show
that !l THANK YOU
SOO00 MUCH FOR
WHAT YOU DID AND
THE STRINGS YOU
. PULLED !l
| will be in touch to try
and help in whatever
way | can and get
Medtronic involved as |
found out you have a
few alumni lol talk with you soon
Sincerely,
Marcus Lattimer
P.S please pass this on to all so they enjoy the work
they put in and the rewards !!




Why We Do What We Do...Continued

From Cindy Bailey

We got a request for 3 families from Iraq and Congo
that were sponsored by Grace Fellowship. These
families have been thru so much, more than most
of us could imagine. They are so grateful for the
generosity they are experiencing.

Cindy Bailey

From: Nick Bednarczyk

To: info@bikes4kidsmn.org

Subject: Bike

Message: From Nick
Bednarczyk:

| learned about your
organization at Coon Rapids
Rotary. | am working with a
young man who is in need of a
bike and your organization came
to mind. Please call me.

Thanks.

The happy young man is pictured
to the left.
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Operations Statistics

Bike Repair Statistics 2015 - 2017
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Bike Delivery Statistics 2015-2017
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